The gift of Magi
Important Questions & Answers

1. What is Jim's full name?
Ans: Jim's full name is James Dillingham Young.
2. How much money had Della managed to save for Jim's present?
Ans: Della had managed to save one dollar and eighty-seven cents for Jim's present.
3. Who did she go to, to get money for Jim's present?
Ans: Della went to Madame Safronie to get money for Jim's present.
4. What was Jim's gift for Della?
Ans: Jim's gift for Della was a set of beautiful tortoiseshell combs, side and back that she always longed for.
5. What was Della's treasured possession?
Ans: Della's treasured possession was her long and beautiful hair, rippling and shining like a cascade of brown waters.
6. Who were the Magi?
Ans: The Magi were the three Wisemen - Gasper, Melchoir, and Balthazar who traveled from the East to Jerusalem to see the infant Jesus born in a stable. They were guided by a star and they carried precious gifts for Jesus. 
7. Why was Della worried?
Ans: Initially Della was worried about arranging the required money to buy a nice gift for James at Christmas since she had only one dollar and eighty-seven cents. Hence, she sold her beautiful hair and brought a gift for James. Now her new look troubled her as she looked more like a truant schoolboy. Della was really worried thinking that Jim might be critical about her appearance.
8. What did Jim do to get a gift for Della?
Ans: Jim sold his precious golden watch, a family heirloom, in order to get a gift for Della.
9. What did Della do after reaching home?
Ans: On reaching home Della got out her curling irons and lighted the gas and went to work repairing the damaged hair. After forty minutes of hard work, she looked wonderfully like a truant schoolboy with tiny, close-lying curls on her head. At 7 o'clock, she made coffee and got the frying pan ready to cook the chops.
10. What was Jim's reaction when he returned home?
Ans: Jim was foxed for a moment to find Della without her long beautiful hair. His eyes were fixed upon Della but the expression of his eyes was unintelligible to her, rather it terrified her. It was not anger, nor surprise, nor disapproval, nor horror, nor any of the sentiments that Della had been prepared for James simply stared at her fixedly with a peculiar expression on his face.
11. Bring out the relation between Della and the Queen of Sheba.
Ans: Queen of Sheba, a biblical character, was a rich and powerful queen who came to king Solomon with a wealth of spices, gold, and jewels to test for herself whether king Solomon was truly wise. In the story 'The Gift of the Magi' the author O' Henry draws the relation between Della and Queen of Sheba to reflect on Della's beautiful hair. Della, a key character of the story, had a prized possession of long beautiful hair, rippling and shining like a cascade of brown waters. It reached below her knee. In a light-hearted comparison it was stated that if the Queen of Sheba lived in the flat across the airshaft, she would have been jealous of Della's locks of hair, out of the window in order to dry. Her wealth would have paled/devalued in comparison to Della's beautiful hair.
12. Bring out the relation between Jim and King Solomon.
Ans: King Solomon was a rich and powerful king of Israel and son of David. His name is synonymous with wisdom. In the story 'The Gift of the Magi' the author O' Henry draws the relation between Jim and King Solomon to glorify the ancestral gold watch of Jim. Jim, a key character of the story, possessed a precious gold watch, a family heirloom, in which he could take a might pride and even king Solomon might have been envious of. In a light-hearted comparison it was stated that if king Solomon had been the Janitor with all his treasures piled up in the basement, he would have enviously plucked at his beard to find Jim pull out his gold watch, every time he passed by.
13. Examine the significance and appropriateness of the title of the story.
Ans: The author O' Henry has appropriately chosen the title 'The Gift of the Magi' for the story of Della and Jim. The Magi were the three Wisemen - Gasper, Melchoir, and Balthazar who traveled from the East to Jerusalem to see the infant Jesus born in a stable. They were guided by a star and they carried precious gifts for Jesus. The Magi invented the tradition of giving gifts on Christmas. Being wise, their gifts were also undoubtedly wise.
The story centers around a young couple of Della and Jim who are poor but hardworking and their existence is full of struggle but they manage to experience joy through the power of their love for each other. They were planned to make the Christmas eve a special one with a wonderful gift for each other. Jim and Della had to sell-off their precious possessions to buy gifts for each other on Christmas Della in order to a fine, rare, and sterling gift for Jim sold her long and beautiful hair. Finally, she bought a platinum fob chain, simple and chaste in design, for Jim's gold watch. On the other hand, Jim sold his precious gold watch to buy an expensive tortoiseshell comb for Della's beautiful hair. 
But the gifts of Della and Jim are unique and wise in the sense that they reveal the true essence of gift-giving on Christmas i.e. selflessness a desire to add the happiness of the one who receives the gift and the spirit of sacrifice. Through O' Henry terms the couple as 'the foolish children' he points out clearly that they value the human relationship and their mutual love and generosity make them the 'Magi'.
Thus the title is quite significant and appropriate.

1.Who is Jim? How much does he earn?
Ans. Jim was the loving husband of Della. He earns 20 dollars a week.
2.Who is Della?
Ans.  Della is a sweet, youthful, young girl. She was the better half of Jim.
3.How much money did Della manage to save for Jim? Why was she saving the money?
Ans. Della managed to save one dollar and eighty-seven percent. Della was saving money so that she could gift Jim a platinum chain for his watch on Christmas.
4.How did Della manage to save the money?
Ans. Della saves one dollar and eighty-seven cents for buying a gift for Jim. She had to bargain with the grocer and the vegetable man and the butchers.
5.Describe the flat where Della and Jim stay.
Ans. A furnished flat at $8 per week. There was nothing much to describe the flat. And there below was a letter-box into which no letter would go. There was an electric button from which no mortal finger could coax a ring. It also had a card bearing the name “Mr James Dillingham Young.”
6.Where did Della notice her reflection? What was Della up to after noticing her reflection?
Ans.Della noticed her reflection in the glasses between the windows. Della decided to sell her hair for buying a good gift for Jim with the money she would get.
7.How much money did Della get for her hair?
Ans.By selling her hairs Della got $20.
8.What did Della buy for Jim?
Ans. Della bought a platinum fob chain in place of the old leather strap for Jim’s gold watch.
9.What was her reaction after the makeover?
Ans.  Della was a bit afraid and tensed, thinking how would Jim react. She started curling her short hair.
10.What was she trying to fix before Jim’s arrival?
Ans. Della tried to fix her small hairs. She got out her iron for curling it.
11.How did Jim react when she says Della with her short hairs?
Ans. Jim stopped inside the door, as immovable as a setter at the scent of quail. His eyes got fixed upon Della, and there was an expression in them that she could not read, and it terrified her. It was not anger, nor surprise nor any of the other sentiments that she got prepared for. He stared at her with that peculiar expression on his face.
12.What did Jim buy for Della?
Ans. Jim had brought a set of side black combs which Della wanted for a very long time.
13.What did he do to buy the gift?
Ans. Jim has sold his most precious thing, the watch of his grandfather to gift Della for Christmas. He did it to make her feel happy, make her smile.
14.Explain the financial condition of Della and Jim.
Ans.  Jim earns 20 dollars per week, which isn’t enough for their living. They had to pay 8 dollars per week for the flat. The furniture is old and shabby. Della bargains for saving money. All this shows their poor financial condition.
15.How did Della react when she saw Jim’s gift?
Ans. Having got those beautiful, precious combs her heart had craved, she was happy and sad too. She hugged those combs to her bosom, she was able to look up with dim eyes and a smile and pray that her hairs grew fast.
16.Were the gifts useful at the end?
Ans. No, the gift brought for each other was not useful to either of them. Della sacrificed her hairs for gifting Jim a platinum chain for his watch. Jim too sold his precious watch to gift Della a beautiful comb.
17.Who were the Magi?
Ans.The Magi were the wise men who brought gifts to the newborn Jesus. According to the Bible, who traveled to Bethlehem from somewhere in the East.
18.Why were Jim and Della said to be Magi?
Ans. The Magi were the wise men who brought gifts to the newborn Jesus. The author says Jim and Della to be Magi as they both sacrificed their most precious thing for each other. The author says Della and Jim were the wisest of all. They give and receive gifts. They gave up the most precious thing they had. 
19.Is the title of the story appropriate? Justify.
Ans. The title was quite apt. Della and Jim were fit as Magi. They both sacrificed their most precious thing for each other, to collect money for the gifts. For them the happiness of mattered the most. Although in the end, the gifts turned out to be useless they possessed emotions and love.
20.How was Della’s hair connected to the queen Sheba’s jewels?
Ans. The author says that Della would let her hair, her jewel to hang out of the window some day to dry, to overrate her gifts.
21.How was Jim’s watch connected to king Solomon’s treasure?
Ans. The author says that Jim would have pulled out his watch every time he passed, to see him pluck at his beard from envy.
22.What was the most precious thing for Della and Jim which they sacrificed?
Ans. The most precious possession of Jim was the gold watch that had been his father’s and his grandfather’s before him.
Della’s most precious possession was her long shining hair that fell like a cascade of brown waters.
23.Explain the theme “Sacrificial love”.
Ans. Sacrificial love is the principal subject. To begin with, he presents the couple Jim and Della Youthful. He clarifies that they are poor and that they need to scratch for each penny. Their sofa is ratty, their goods are scanty, Jim’s compensation is little, and they live in a modest loft. In any case, the creator additionally clarifies that Jim and Della love each other. Despite their destitution, they are upbeat, since they have one another. O. Henry at that point tells that Jim and Della each have one belonging that they admire over all others. For Jim, it is a gold watch, a family legacy that had recently been his dad’s and grandfather’s. For Della, it is her long, sparkly, rich hair.
24.Characteristic sketch of Della.
Ans.  Della is one of the fundamental characters of the story. She is a sweet, youthful, adoring spouse. Della cherished and care for his better half, Jim. She is lovely and her hair is a valued belonging. The story shows how she who distributed as she couldn’t get a Christmas present for him. Della saved her one dollar and 87 pennies by bargaining with the vegetable man and the butchers. The money she had was not enough so she decided to sacrifice her long, earthy colored hair. Even though she realized that Jim would get shocked to see her short hair, she still for Jim’s joy sacrificed it. Della realized that her hair will develop back. She does all that she can to repay him. Della forfeits a definitive penance to pay her significant other. She is an ideal inert spouse.
25.Characteristic sketch of Jim.
Ans. Jim is another main character in the story. Jim is persevering and committed to his family. But He doesn’t get as much portrayal in the content as Della does, yet the little we see of him tells a ton. Jim is a loving and understanding person. He sold his most precious watch to get brushed for his wife. Though he is slender for his cash issue. Yet, Jim’s fundamental trademark is that he is cherishing. He never complains, though, he needs new clothes. Jim is making a decent living, still sold his valuable thing for gifting his wife. He generally embraced his better half when he returned home. Jim was okay with Della’s new look and was even not annoyed that he has no watch to put on the chain Della got for him. He tranquility sits on the love seat and asks Della to eat, which comforts her.
26.Discuss the moral of the story.
Ans. The moral of the story “The gift of the Magi” is that we don’t value the things that we should. Jim loves Della, not her hairs. He also doesn’t need any materialistic chain to make him happy. He was in peace and happiness for being happy with his wife.
Della, as far as concerns her, loves Jim and needn’t bother with hairbrushes to fulfill her. At the end of the day, they as of now have what fulfills them, one another. The sacrifices they have made for one another shows the love for one another. The sacrifice they have made was the real gift but not the materialistic one.
