B.A. 6th Sem. Hons.
Paper- ENG-HE-6056 (Life Writing)

Confessions Book-I 				by- Rousseau
1. When and where Jean Jacques Rousseau was born?
Ans. Rousseau was born in 1712 at Geneva.
2. Who are the parents of Jean Jacques Rousseau?
Ans. Rousseau is the son of Isaac Rousseau and Susannah Bernard.
3. What was the profession of Rousseau’s father?
Ans. Watchmaker.
4. Rousseau Confessions consists of ……………. Number of Books.
Ans. 12
5. When did Rousseau’s book Confessions was published?
Ans. Pt- I ( Book 1 to 6) was published in 1782, 
	Pt-II (Book 7 to 12) was published in 1789.
6. Name the river where Rousseau parents met before marriage.
Ans. They met on the bank of the Treille River when they were 8 or 9 years old.
7. Who was the brother of Rousseau’ mother and what was his profession?
Ans. Gabriel Bernard, he was an engineer.
8. Whom did Gabriel Bernard marry?
Ans. Sister of Rousseau’s father.
9. Where did Gabriel go to serve after his marriage?
Ans. Hungary.
10. How did Rousseau’s mother die?
Ans. Rousseau’s mother died soon after giving birth of Rousseau.
11. How older was Rousseau’s brother than him?
Ans. He was 7 years older than Rousseau.
12. Where did Rousseau’s brother live?
Ans. Germany
13. With whom did Rousseau go to Bossey?
Ans. With the son of his uncle Bernard.
14. Why did Rousseau send to Bossey?
Ans. He went there with the son of his uncle Bernard to learn Latin language. 
15.  How does Rousseau describe his childhood?  What significance can we draw from the description in the Confession Book–I. Discuss.
Or,
“I will present myself, whenever the last trumpet shall sound, before the Sovereign Judge with this book in my hand, and loudly proclaim, "Thus have I acted; these were my thoughts; such was I. With equal freedom and veracity have I related what was laudable or wicked, I have concealed no crimes, added no virtues; and if I have sometimes introduced superfluous ornament, it was merely to occupy a void occasioned by defect of memory.” Do you think Rousseau’s Confessions Book-I present a realistic picture of his childhood? Justify your awswer. 
Or, 
What are the themes of Rousseau’s Confessions? Give a well reasoned answer with special reference to Rousseau’s Confessions Book-I.
Ans. Confessions, by the Genevan author Jean-Jacques Rousseau explores the intimacies of his personal life and is often considered the first modern autobiography published in the global West. After a lifetime of struggles—many self-inflicted—Rousseau decided to counter attacks on his character by publishing his memoirs. Rousseau was a philosopher, writer, and composer, and he is best known for his contribution to liberal democracy. Rousseau is associated with the 18th-century Enlightenment, a movement initiated in France that celebrated reason, independence, liberty, and fraternity and helped inspire revolutions in both France and North America. 
Confessions was published in two parts after Rousseau’s death. Part 1, Books I-VI, was published in 1782, and Books VII-XII was published as Part 2 in 1789. The work explores the personal scandals that tormented Rousseau’s public life, including his experiences with a highly controversial affair and the abandonment of his children. Confessions is a memoir of Jean-Jacques Rousseau’s life. It details his experiences as a young man living in Geneva and his lifelong love affair with a woman 12 years his senior. Rousseau attempts to shed light on his personal choices and his writings that made him a focus of public contention and outcry. His book speaks to four major themes: Abandonment and Running Away; Hypocrisy and Deceit; Rationalism versus Romanticism; and Self-Love, Self-Justification, and Vanity.
In Book I, Rousseau describes his childhood. His mother died while giving birth to him, and he felt his father both idolized him and saw in him the tragedy of loss. His childhood shaped much of his adult life, and this section establishes the importance of memory. Rousseau asserts that the abuse and degradation he endured from the journeymen he worked for broke his spirit and plunged him into a life of thievery and deceit. However, he rediscovered a love for reading, which liberated him. 
Rousseau was born in Geneva in 1712. His mother died from a postpartum infection a few days after giving birth to him, and his father was a successful watchmaker. Rousseau explains that his parents were highly infatuated with one another, and Rousseau felt his father always held his mother's death against him. However, his father also showed great affection toward Jean-Jacques, his youngest son, and the two spent hours reading together. Rousseau’s older brother did not have the same relationship with their father. After enduring several beatings, Rousseau’s brother ran away, never to be heard from again. 
Rousseau was plagued by illness in childhood, and his aunt cared for by him. He credits her with influencing his passion for music. After a violent altercation with an army captain forced Rousseau’s father to leave Geneva, Rousseau and his cousin Bernard were sent to a commune in France called Bossey to further their education. Rousseau enjoyed this part of his life, but he feared disappointing the mistress of Bossey, Mademoiselle Lambercier. The child admired her, and—although he did not want her to know this for fear that she would think poorly of him— her punishments sexually aroused him.
Our guy Jean-Jacques Rousseau is about to tell the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth… about himself. His goal is to give his readers a totally true portrait. First, the basics: Rousseau is born in 1712 to a mom named Susanne and a dad named Isaac. Rousseau's mom and dad have an epic love story. Even though they knew each other as kids, they didn't get together until they were both mature enough to handle it. Sadly, Rousseau's mom dies in childbirth. Isaac, his dad, is distraught. Rousseau doesn't remember a lot until his fifth or sixth birthday. But he does remember what a huge impact reading had on him. Score one for the books. All that reading gives Rousseau plenty of insight into human passion. Rousseau has a brother, but the guy up and disappears early in Rousseau's childhood. Rousseau is basically an only son after his brother moves away permanently poor guy. Little Rousseau gets the royal treatment from everyone around him, but he's a bit of a brat. He urinates in his neighbor's cooking-pot while she's at church one day. Rousseau's aunt is a huge influence in his life. He still remembers her beautiful voice singing songs. 
When Rousseau is still a kid, his father is almost thrown in jail for drawing his sword against a French captain named M. Gautier intense. Rousseau's dad gets the heck out of Dodge rather than go to jail. In other words, he leaves Geneva permanently. Rousseau stays behind under the charge of his kindly uncle, Bernard. Rousseau also has a cousin named Bernard, which gets a little confusing. The two kids get to be best friends. Together, the kids are sent to a village called Bossey to learn Latin from a pastor, M. Lambercier. The pastor's wife, Mlle Lambercier, lets both boys sleep in her bed regularly. While it's all innocent, Rousseau is sure that this experience led him down the path to perversity. Rousseau gets in hot water when Mlle Lamberciers's comb turns up broken. Everyone just assumes that Rousseau has committed the crime, but he holds strong and refuses to confess. To this day, Rousseau remembers this comb incident. Still, he maintains his innocence. Rousseau and his cousin Bernard plant a walnut tree on a terrace one fine day. The cousins rig an aqueduct to keep water running straight towards the tree. M. Lambercier spots the boys' construction and promptly wrecks it, yelling "An aqueduct! An aqueduct!" This turns out to be one of Rousseau's dearest memories (go figure). Little Rousseau starts flirting with some older girls: Mlle de Vulson and Mlle Goton. They see him as a little kid, but he's totally in love. Rousseau is furious when Mlle de Vulson ends up getting married to another guy. 
After a brief stint as an apprentice for a pettifogger, Rousseau sets out to become an engraver. Rousseau kind of loves his new job. Too bad his boss accuses him of trying to use his mad skills to forge money. Rousseau isn't guilty of that crime, but he does get himself involved in a crime ring an asparagus-stealing crime ring, to be more specific. Thinking back about his involvement in this (cough) terrible crime, Rousseau remembers how he's always been materialistic. Tell it to Madonna, dude. Around this time, Rousseau discovers the joys of lending libraries. He goes through books at Mme La Tribu's library lickety-split. At the age of sixteen, Rousseau is told he'll be fired if he doesn't make it back on time in the evening. It looks like our guy has a little tardiness problem. What happens next? You guessed it: while hanging out with some buddies, Rousseau doesn't make it back on time before the bridge goes up for the day. Rather than face his master in shame, R. decides to just up and quit, despite his cousin Bernard telling him to pull it together.
Confessions is a memoir of Jean-Jacques Rousseau's life. It details his experiences as a young man living in Geneva and his lifelong love affair with a woman 12 years his senior. Rousseau attempts to shed light on his personal choices and his writings that made him a focus of public contention and outcry. Rousseau believed that society has an enormous influence on human development and behavior. In his later years, he wrote a detailed account of his life to help explain how his own experiences shaped his personality, views, neuroses, and imperfections. The narrator’s purpose in writing these “confessions” is to serve as a regression to his own life, and to change the society or people’s view to his life.
**************
I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings			by- Maya Angelou

1. Who was Reverend  Howard Thomas?
Ans. Reverend  Howard Thomas was the presiding elder over a district in Arkansas.
2. What is the central theme of ‘I know Why the Caged Bird Sings’?
Ans. Racism.
3. In which year was ‘I know Why the Caged Bird Sings’ published?
Ans. 1969
4. Who is Maya’s grandmother in ‘I know Why the Caged Bird Sings’?
Ans. Momma.
5. Who did call Maya as Mary?
Ans. The white lady where Maya was sent to work.
6. Where and why did Reverend  Howard Thomas visit every three  months?
Ans. Reverend  Howard Thomas visited the church of Maya,s locality in every three months and stayed at Momma’s house over the Saturday night and preached a loud passionate sermon on Sunday.
7. Why did Maya and Bailey hate Reverend  Howard Thomas?
Ans. Maya and Bailey hated Reverend  Howard Thomas he was ugly, fat, and he laughed like a hog with a colic.
8. Who was Willie?
Ans. Maya’s uncle.
9. Where did Maya and Bailey live?
Ans. In the house of their grandmother at Arkansas.
10. Who is Daddy Bailey?
Ans. Father of Maya.
11. Who did molest Maya?
Ans. Mr. Freeman.
12. Who is the narrator of ‘I know Why the Caged Bird Sings’?
Ans. Maya.
13. From where did Reverend  Howard Thomas take his text?
Ans. from Deuteronomy.
14. Who is Bailey?
Ans. Brother of Maya.
15. Maya introduces Reverend Howard Thomas, a preacher who comes once every three months to Stamps to preach. Discuss Maya’s comments on Reverend Howard Thomas with special reference to Maya Angelou’s I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings.
Ans. The autobiography, I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings covers Maya's life from age 3 to age 16, is often considered a bildungsroman since it is primarily a tale of youth and growing into young adulthood. However, unlike a typical, novel-form bildungsroman, the story does not end with the achievement of adulthood; Angelou continues to write about her life in four other volumes, all addressing her life chronologically from her childhood to the accomplishments of her adulthood. It is important to keep in mind that this is an autobiography, rather than a novel, and that the narrator and the author are indeed one and the same, and the events described in the book are intended to relate a very personal portrait of a person's life.
Maya says that when she was three years old and her brother was four, they were sent from their father in California to their paternal grandmother in Stamps, Arkansas. They were eventually embraced by the town, and lived at the back of the store that their grandmother and uncle owned and ran. Their grandmother's store is the center of life in the Negro community of the town, being the pick-up and drop-off point for cotton pickers in picking season.
The Reverend often comes to visit Momma at the house, and she always welcomes him, but Marguerite hates him. She doesn’t know why exactly—she just hates him in the irrational way that children sometimes hate certain adults. One day in church the Reverend reads from Deuteronomy, and Marguerite is conflicted—she hates the sound of the Reverend’s voice, but she loves Deuteronomy; it is her favorite book in the Bible because it lays down the rules most clearly.
There is a woman in church called Sister Monroe who cannot make it to every service, and seems to make up for her absences by shouting harder than anyone. In this particular Sunday she becomes so enraptured by the Reverend’s words that she yells at him to “preach it!” over and over, even going so far as to chase him around the pulpit, yelling. Others begin to pursue her to try and restrain her, and the result is all of them taking a big fall off the stage area. Sister Monroe rises calmly and thanks the Lord for she has come to Jesus.
The next Sunday Sister Monroe is back. The ushers set up near her, ready to restrain her again should she become overzealous again. She begins to shout “preach it!” then rises from her seat, evades the ushers, and pursues the Reverend again. Bailey keeps whispering “preach it!” to Marguerite, and she can barely contain her laughter. Sister Monroe finally reaches the Reverend, and in a moment of frenzied passions whacks him over the head with her purse. The Reverend’s dentures fall out of his mouth onto the floor. Marguerite cannot contain herself and she and Bailey fall to the floor laughing. Afterwards Uncle Willie gives them the whipping of their lives, and from then on anytime Bailey whispers “preach it!” to her she hits him as hard as she can.
One of the main themes of this chapter is race and appearance; Maya already establishes that she wanted to be a movie-star looking white girl as a child, and tried to deny her real appearance. Connected with the idea of race is beauty, as Maya describes images of blond hair and blue eyes as the paragon of beauty, and says her appearance is merely a "black ugly dream" that she will wake out of.
Maya seems to have been an imaginative child, as she envisions her "head like a dropped watermelon" from trying to hold her bladder. Angelou shows a talent for using images to explain and clarify feelings, and employing her descriptive powers to make even mundane incidents very vivid.
Momma is very active in the local church. Every three months, when the presiding district elder visits the Christian Methodist Episcopal church in Stamps, he stays at Momma's on Saturday night and then preaches at the church on Sunday. Maya and Bailey can't stand Reverend Thomas, and he can never remember their names. They think he's fat and ugly, not to mention he always eats the biggest and best portions at Sunday meals. In spite of their dislike of the man, the children are respectful to him, a tribute to Momma's training. When Reverend Thomas visits, he and Momma gossip about the latest scandals, and Maya and Bailey eavesdrop while they're supposed to be studying. The scandals often involve sex and white people, two subjects Maya admits she doesn't really understand. When asked to bless the table for the Sunday meal, Reverend Thomas drones on and on for such a long time that the food becomes cold and unappetizing.
On one particular visit, as they all walk to the church, Maya recalls a sermon given by Reverend Taylor when Sister Monroe started shouting, "Preach it. I say, preach it." She approached the pulpit, grabbed Reverend Taylor, and started a general ruckus amongst the churchgoers that ended up with the preacher on the floor. Maya and Bailey had laughed about "the incident" for weeks afterward. Reverend Thomas has heard the story, but he doesn't know Sister Monroe by sight. Soon after Reverend Thomas begins his sermon, Sister Monroe approaches the pulpit, shouting, "Preach it." Before the ushers and other church members can stop her, she hits Reverend Thomas on the back of the head with her purse. His false teeth fly out and land at Maya's feet; he scoops them up and continues preaching. But Bailey and Maya lose control; they fall on the floor, kicking and screaming with laughter. Later, Uncle Willie, outraged by their behavior, gives them a severe whipping. For weeks afterward Maya feels as if she's perched "on laughter's cliff," in danger of falling into instant hysteria at the slightest provocation.
***************
My Story and Life as an Actress 		By- Binodini Dasi

1. In which language was the autobiography My Story and Life as an Actress originally written?
Ans. Bengali
2. Who did translate My Story and Life as an Actress into English?
Ans.  Rimily Bhattachariya.
3. Where did Binodini Dasi was born?
Ans. Calcutta
4. Where was Binodini Dasi’s grandmother’s house situated?
Ans. Cornwallis Street, Calcutta.
5. Name the house number of Binodini’s grandmother where Binodi lived her childhood.
Ans. House No- 145
6. How old was Binodini Dasi when her brother died?
Ans. She was 7 years old.
7. From whom Binodini learnt singing?
Ans. Gangamini baiji.
8. Name the two theatres where Binodini worked?
Ans. National Theatre, and Bangle Theatre.
9. Who is the owner of National Theatre?
Ans. Bhubanmohan Neogi.
10. Who is the owner of Bangle Theatre?
Ans. Sarat Chandra Ghose.
11. How much salary did Binodini initially get in the National Theatre?
Ans.  Ten rupees per month.
12. Name two famous actress as mentioned by Binodini in the National Theatre.
Ans. Lakkhi, and Narayani.
13. Who did write Hemlata?
Ans. Haralal Ray
14. Name the Governor who praised National Theatre.
Ans. Mr. Thompson.
15. Who did slap Binodini in the National Theatre?
Ans. Kadambini.
16. Name the landlord who wanted to marry Binidini in Lahore?
Ans. Landlord Golap Shingh.
17. Where was Binodini attacked by monkeys ?
Ans. At Brindabon.
18. Who died in a railway accident when Binodini was working in the Bangle Theatre?
Ans. Umichand Babu.
19. Which morowari did buy National Theatre?
Ans. Pratap Chand Johuree. 
20. What role was Binodini Dasi given in the play Beni-Sanhar?
Ans. Drapadi’s sakhi.
21. Name of the play Binodini performed in Lucknow.
Ans. Neeldarpan.
22. What role was Binodini Dasi given in the play Meghdhut Badh?
Ans. Binodini played seven roles in Meghdhut Badh, they were as- Chitrangada, Pramila, Baruni, Rati, Maya, Mahamaya, and Sita.

23. Do you Think Binodini Dasi’s My Story and Life as an Actress portrays the socio-cultural history of 19th Century Bengal? Give a reasoned answer.

Ans. Binodini Dasi performed on the public stage of Calcutta for only twelve years. Recruited from the prostitutes' quarters at age eleven, she soon became the leading actress of several major theatrical companies. The autobiography of Binodini  Dasi would help us to rewrite new facets of socio-cultural history by focusing on the denials, repressions and the blank spaces of the grand narrative of the homogenous recorded history. The autobiographer portrays the complex spectrum of religion, society and culture of colonial Bengal. The marginal voice of this suppressed, and hence ‘Subaltern’, woman cannot be dismissed as powerless. She does raise a voice of her own. She explores the social, emotional and sexual exploitation of women amidst a patriarchal, colonial regime in which they have tried to create their own identity and Selfhood. But more importantly it speaks of the condition of women in late 19th century Bengal and more specifically the prostitute-actresses’ painful, unfortunate and debased place in society.

Calling herself barangona or courtesan or prostitute and kolonkini or potita, the fallen women, a woman deprived of all happiness and deserted by friends and society, Binodini was speaking about a new binary created within women. This new binary was constructed outside the nationalistic discourse which stereotyped a feminine role model to be followed by other women by restraining themselves within ‘antapur’. The discourse of nationalism created the binary between inner/outer, ghar / bahir, spiritual/material, female/male, and the East/the West. Though Binodini was well versed, religious, caring and affectionate woman famous for her quality acting, she was kept out from the section of respectable women (bhadramahila). She got training in the language and sensibilities of the new middle-class culture (especially the codes of conduct of feminine domesticity) from the new humanism of Michael Madhusudan Dutta, Bankinchandra, and Dinbandhu Mitra, from the fervently nationalist representations of Girish Chandra Ghosh, and from the Hindu mythology and religious history during her life in the theatre. 
She maintained a spiritual life after acting in the play Chaitanyaleela. But nationalistic discourse considered her ‘material’ not ‘spiritual’ because she transgressed the bounds of ‘ghar’. In fact, in this context we can add to the binary vision of the ‘home’ and the ‘world’ of the Bengali respectable (sambhranta) bhadralok a secondary binary within the larger group of Bengali women that is situated at the very intersection of the first, segregating women as ‘private’(bhadramahila) and ‘public’ (barangana/prostitute), the wife and the mistress. Society only pointed finger to Binodini’s acceptance of the position of concubinage to various wealthy patrons, but did not justify her work for the solidarity and well-being of the theatre and art. Even society considers her act of public performance as a violation of the dictates of ‘feminine’ respectability by subjecting her body into a commodity for pleasing the eyes of male voyeurs.
Although Binodini was interpellated by the hegemonic patriarchal discourse as barangona and kolonkini/patita, she did not succumb entirely to these ideologies. Binodini, unlike the nascent and radical ‘Feminists’ of contemporary West, did not take extreme position to oppose the male discourses. Rather she followed the ways prescribed by patriarchy to get social respectability. There are three paths to the ‘iconisation’ of Binodini Dasi – “Manch-dharma-sansar”. Binodini suffered betrayals at several levels - in her professional career as well as in her personal life. Primarily she had been driven by the ideology of theatre: the shame of being a woman of illrepute would be removed by her dedication and accomplishments as an artist.
Binodini was also attracted and deceived by the ambivalence of theatre ideology. Binodini had joined the public theatre at the early age of 10 or 11 as a child-actress. But her theatrical profession could not prevent her from taking on the profession she had inherited by birth. She had to sell her body to a rich non-Bengali patron, Gurmukh Roy, who had agreed upon that condition to finance the sickly theatre company.
Theatre which would remind posterity of the sacrifices of Binodini. But the theatre was registered as “the Star” theatre. Explanation was given that the nomenclature of the new theatre after the name of a prostitute might give a wrong message and it might lose the support of the bhadrolok. Thus she was driven to prostitution and also blamed for her fallen state. Moreover her compatriots, who had now become the rising executives of the theatre company, started ill-treating her and compelled her to leave the theatre forever. The self-spirited woman felt betrayed and insulted; and she, therefore, retired from the stage which had taken everything away from her but did offer nothing.

After leaving the theatre Binodini had been living with her protector for long 33 years. Confining herself within the domestic inner house Binodini carried out the roles of a mother and a devoted wife. But she was never allowed to enjoy equal status with the bhadramahila (the legitimate wife of bhadralok). After the death of Gurmukh Ray, his ‘real’ family threw Binodini out from the house. Ultimately, Binodini had to return to the ‘patitapalli’(prostitute quarters), a status she inherited by birth

Everyone else speaks for her, so she is continuously rewritten as the object of patriarchy and imperialism. Although Binodini’s position in the schema of colonial Bengal was that of a subaltern, Binodini’s Amar Katha recounts her original subjective voice. Her position of thrice marginalization (Imperialism > patriarchy > respectable women > public women) enabled Binodini to assert back simply because she had nothing more to lose. . Being a ‘fallen’ woman Binodini used her marginal status to write back. She is bold enough to question ‘unjust’ patriarchy. Binodini’s writing back is the voice of feminist, marginal and public women’s asserting back against dominant patriarchy. The construction of Binodini’s ‘self’ is shaped by the societal norms, discourses which she experienced in her day-to-day life.

To sum up the whole discussion, Binodini’s autobiographies Amar Katha and Amar Abhinetri Jiban are considered valuable even today as they enrich history by providing an alternative account from a marginal woman’s view point. Moreover, it is Binodini alone who fought against the social stigma of ‘nati’ (a public female dancer), labelled on her and who forced the society to reconsider her position as an actress. Now when we call ‘Nati Binodini’ we consider her as a great thespis not as a prostitute dancer. Contemporary female public performers now enjoying social status and respectability should thank Binodini for her lone struggle for the canonisation of public actresses

*************

Black Boy				 by Richard Wright

1. When was the autobiography Black Boy published?
Ans. 1991
2. What is the central theme of Black Boy?
Ans. Racism.
3. Mention the setting of Black Boy.
Ans. Nutchez in Mississippi, and Memphis.
4. How many chapters in the Black Boy?
Ans. 20 chapters.
5. Who is the narrator of the Black Boy?
Ans. Richard Wright.
6. Mention two major works of Richard Wright.
Ans. Uncle Tom’s children, and Native Son.
7. Who is Richard’s mother?
Ans. Ella Wright
8. Who is Granny in the Black Boy?
Ans. Maternal grandmother of Richard Wright.
9. Who was Richard younger brother?
Ans. Alan Richard.
10. Who is Aunt Addie?
Ans. Ella Wright’s sister.
11. Who was Grandpa, and what was his profession?
Ans. Grandfather of Richard, he was former soldier in the Union Army during Civil War.
12. Who was Aunt Maggie?
Ans. Ella Wright’s sister.
13. Who is Nathan?
Ans. Father of Richard Wright.
14. Where did Richard’s father work?
Ans. In a drugstore.
15. Who was uncle Hoskins?
Ans. First husband of Maggie, who was murdered by local whites.
16. Who was the second husband of Aunt Maggie?
Ans. Professor Mathew, who killed a white woman.
17. Who was Uncle Tom?
Ans. Ella Wright’s brother.
18. Who was the care taker of the orphan house where Richard was kept?
Ans. Miss Simon
19. Name the big ship that Richard saw in Memphis.
Ans. Kate Admes.
20. Who did teach Richard counting?
Ans. From a coal seller, who used to come to sell coal in the house of Richard.
21. Name the institute where Richard was sent to study?
Ans. Howard Institute.

22. Poverty, Hunger, Illness, Suffering, and Racism are the main themes of Richard Wright’s Black Boy. Discuss
Or, 
Themes are the fundamental and often universal ideas explored in a literary work. Discuss with special reference to Richard Wright’s Black Boy
Ans. Black Boy by Richard Wright is a fantastic novel detailing Richard’s journey from childhood to adulthood. Richard Wright was a groundbreaking author. Born in Mississippi in 1908, Wright was the first African-American author to protest against the treatment of Black Americans. Several of his books and short stories went on to become bestsellers, winning acclaim from both critics and everyday readers. Black Boy, written in 1943, is his autobiography. Black Boy traces the real-life events that shaped Wright's early life. 
In the memoir Black Boy, Richard Wright and his family nearly starved due to an absence of financial income from Richard’s father who abandoned his family. Several weeks after Richard’s father leaves, Richard describes how poverty has affected him, professing, “My mother could not earn enough to feed us and my stomach kept so consistently empty that my head ached most of the day”. Richard escapes poverty and leaves the Jim Crow South to move to Chicago and start a new life; this example is an extreme rarity, as almost every single other person in Richard’s situation would have inevitably been caught in the cycle of poverty. Excluding Richard, lack of education in father absent children contributes to the cycle of poverty, because if those in poverty are not given the educational resources required to succeed in college and adult life, poverty is inescapable. 
Hunger is a motif that is repeated extensively throughout Richard Wright’s autobiography, Black Boy. In fact, the title of the novel was originally named American Hunger until it was changed to Black Boy a year later. By frequently reminding the reader of the problem of his physical hunger, Wright emphasizes his hunger for other things as well — for literature, artistic expression, and engagement in social and political issues. Both Richard and the world have a more important need: understanding of and connection with one another. This “American Hunger” becomes one of the dominant emotional states of his young life, and a metaphor for both the lack that he must face as a result of Southern racism and his gnawing desire to escape that life. In Black Boy, hunger shapes Richard’s emotions, gives him his work ethic, leads him to explore literature and engagement in social and political issues, and forces him to escape the South. 
Wright is hungry for much of the memoir. Early on, Wright’s father refuses to pay alimony. Wright and his brother must live on their mother’s meager salary, earned cooking for white families. Although Wright’s mother works in a kitchen, Wright must eat mush, very little meat or bread, and almost no fruits or vegetables. Later, when his mother becomes ill, Wright moves in with his grandmother in Jackson. There, his diet improves slightly, but he still does not eat enough to feel satisfied. Hunger becomes one of the dominant emotional states of his young life. It captures the pain of Southern racism, and Wright’s gnawing desire to escape his surroundings. He does everything he can to fill his stomach, including drinking water to simulate fullness.
In Memphis, Wright limits his food intake to hamburgers, peanuts, and beans from a can. Now, Wright has enough money to eat better, and Mrs. Moss, whom he boards with, is willing to feed hi—but Wright wants to save money for his trip North. He does not want to depend on anyone else’s food, since he believes it is important for a man to “make his own way.” Wright’s hunger continues through the end of the memoir’s first part, when a white man approaches him in the eyeglass shop and offers him a dollar, saying Wright has the look of a starving man. But Wright will not accept the money from the white Northerner—showing that Wright’s pride and self-reliance are more important than his physical needs, even in desperate times.
Others in the memoir experience physical torment. Wright’s mother has a series of paralyzing strokes, causing her extreme pain. After several years, it becomes clear that she will never recover fully, and Wright will have to support the family. Grandpa, a veteran of the Civil War, is ill for years, and is denied health coverage because a white officer misreported his name on an official report. Older family members often beat Wright. He learns quickly that white families would just as soon kill black children they believe to be “criminals.” Wright learns about lynching, the extra-legal killing of black men in the South, and is terrified of this vigilante injustice.
The only possibility for alleviation, Wright concludes, is a move to Chicago. There, Jim Crow laws are not in effect, and members of black society have at least a nominal chance at equal rights. Although Wright does not believe that Chicago will be paradise, in Jackson and in Memphis he sees what servitude, violence, and deprivation can do to black society. In Chicago, Wright still goes hungry, and he struggles to find an apartment big enough for his family. But his work prospects improve somewhat, and he’s able to eat enough to maintain the weight required for the Postal Service. By the end of the memoir, Wright’s hunger has transformed. It is no longer a simple physical need—though he could always eat more. Instead, Wright yearns for intellectual nourishment, the kind one gets from reading deeply, writing, and finding political community.
Racism as a problem among individuals is a familiar topic in literature. Black Boy, however, explores racism not only as an odious belief held by odious people but also as an insidious problem knit into the very fabric of society as a whole. Wright portrays characters such as Olin and Pease as evil people, but also—and more chillingly—as bit players in a vast drama of hatred, fear, and oppression. For Richard, the true problem of racism is not simply that it exists, but that its roots in American culture are so deep it is doubtful whether these roots can be destroyed without destroying the culture itself.
More than simply an autobiography, Black Boy represents the culmination of Wright’s passionate desire to observe and reflect upon the racist world around him. Throughout the work, we see Richard observe the deleterious effects of racism not only as it affects relations between whites and blacks, but also relations among blacks themselves. Wright entitles his work Black Boy primarily for the emphasis on the word “black”: this is a story of childhood, but at every moment we are acutely aware of the color of Wright’s skin. In America, he is not merely growing up; he is growing up black. Indeed, it is virtually impossible for Richard to grow up without the label of “black boy” constantly being applied to him.
Whites in the novel generally treat Richard poorly due to the color of his skin. Even more important, racism is so insidious that it prevents Richard from interacting normally even with the whites who do treat him with a semblance of respect or with fellow blacks. Perhaps the most important factor in Wright’s specifically “black” upbringing, however, is the fact that he grows up among black people who are unable or unwilling to accept his individual personality and his gifts. Wright’s critique of racism in America includes a critique of the black community itself—specifically the black folk community that is unable or unwilling to educate him properly. The fact that he has been kept apart from such education becomes clear to Richard when he recognizes his love of literature at a late age. In conclusion, as the paper mentioned earlier, Black Boy is a fantastic novel brimming with hope, passion, desire, etc.
****************
“The Truth About Me: A Hijra Life Story”				by- Revathi	

1. In which language was the autobiography “The Truth About Me: A Hijra Life Story” written?
Ans. In Tamil language.
2. What is the central theme of “The Truth About Me: A Hijra Life Story”?
Ans. Suffering of the trans woman.
3. In which year was “The Truth About Me: A Hijra Life Story” published?
Ans. 2010
4. Who did translate “The Truth About Me: A Hijra Life Story” from Tamil into English?
Ans. V. Geetha.
5. Name the narrator of “The Truth About Me: A Hijra Life Story”?
Ans. Daraiswamy.
6. Name the district where Daraiswamy lived?
Ans. Salem
7. How long distance from Daraiswamy’s village to nearest toen?
Ans. 3 Kilometers. 
8. How many children Daraiswamy’s father had?
Ans. 5 children.
9. What was the profession of Daraiswamy’s family?
Ans. Milk supplier.
10. What role did Daraiswamy play in the drama at his school?
Ans. Chanramalika.
11. In what subject did Daraiswami fail in tenth standard?
Ans. English.
12. What is Nirvanam?
Ans. Transformation of sexes.
13. What items did Daraiswamy steal before leaving from home?
Ans. Ear ring and sari of his mother.
14. Why does Daraiswamy want to go to Delhi?
Ans. To met his guru.  
15. Do you think “The Truth About Me: A Hijra Life Story” is the unflinchingly courageous and moving autobiography of a Hijra (Eunuch) who fought ridicule, persecution and violence both within her home and outside to find a life of dignity. Give well reasoned answer.
Or, 
Identity search as women among trans women is the main theme of “The Truth About Me: A Hijra Life Story”. Discuss.
Or,
Revathi's Autobiography 'The truth about me: A Hijra Life Story’, is a critique of social constructions of gender and dominant notions of masculinity. Explain?​

Ans. Revathi is a Bangalore-based writer and activist working for the rights of sexual minorities. She is also a trans woman belonging to the Hijra community and was born as a boy named Doraiswami in the district of Namakkal in Tamil Nadu. It's a compilation of true stories about people from the Hijra community in South India and inspired other Hijra writers to publish their own books. After the success of her first book, she decided to write her own story and published ‘The Truth About Me: A Hijra Life Story’ in 2010. 
The patriarchal society of India has paved little room for the liberalization of thoughts, especially on the transgender community. ‘The Truth About Me’ is the unflinchingly courageous and moving autobiography of Revathi, a Hijra who fought ridicule, persecution and violence both within her home and outside to find a life of dignity. The English version of ‘The Truth about me’ by A Revathi, an autobiography by a Indian Hijra, is a rich addition to the literature on the same and a first of its kind by an Indian transgender. The book takes us into the often traumatic and terror filled life of Revathi who was born a male (Doraisamy) in a upper caste Gounder family in a small village near Namakal town in the district Salem Tamil Nadu in 1970.
Revathi's life began as a boy named Doraisamy, the name given to him by the family. He was the youngest in the family of the three brothers and a sister. He had a secret passion towards girly feminine things. Revathi was born a boy, but felt and behaved like a girl. In telling her life story, Revathi evokes marvellously the deep unease of being in the wrong body that plagued her from childhood. As Revathi begins to grow, he starts to develop feminine ways such as playing games played only by girls, trying on his sister skirt or feeling shy to go to boys toilet in school & so on. And this does not go unnoticed, Revathi had to endure scolding & beating by his school master, parents & brothers for no fault of his own & also had to face taunts by his fellow class mates as ‘number 9’ or ‘girl boy’, even having his pants forcibly removed to check whether he was boy or girl.
By 15 years of age, unable to bear the burden of a female trapped in a male body, Revathi runs away with a group of fellow travelers like herself trapped in male bodies to be eventually inducted into the Hijra community as a disciple to a head. Revathi also describes in some detail the complex relationship within the Hijra community with the different houses of Hijras, its hierarchies, its rituals & the performing of nirvana, sex change operation.
Virtually treated as outcasts, the life of a Hijra in India is not easy as their only source of livelihood is either demanding money from shops, in trains, in traffic signals or doing sex work. After initially begging on the streets of Delhi for some time, Revathi soon realizes her growing need for a sexual relationship with a man, which lands her into doing sex work near train stations of Mumbai.
The book describes in moving detail the daily travails faced by Hijras of braving police & rowdies by constantly bribing them or face violence in their hands & even threat to their very lives. She also describes the intense competition within Hijras themselves for clients & the exploitation suffered in the hands of gurubais often leading to fights among one another. Despite the various problems within the different groups of hijras, it should be noted that there is no caste or religious differences observed among Hijras, with most of them on par with one another.
Disowned by society at large including their family & relatives, having virtually no rights whatsoever & even criminalized by law, the book tells us that the desires of hijras are no different from the rest of us, of wanting to lead normal lives, running families & households & going to work as rest of us do. Written in a simple, jargon free style describing every aspects of her private life including sexual, this book is not only about the life of Revathi, but about the most marginalized & most stigmatized communities in India. Nor is it just a narrative but also a critique of the dominant stereotypic culture & attitudes of the ruling elite.
The turning point in Revathi’s life occurs when she shifts to Bangalore to join a hamam (bath house), where after an initial period of facing the same problems as elsewhere, she is introduced to the sexual minorities NGO – Sangama & eventually leading her to join the NGO as an office assistant. Here, she is introduced into the world of rights, denials of basic rights including option of sex change operation in public health care & discrimination faced by sexual minorities & they too can stand up for their rights. 
One might think that Revathi was lucky in a way of having landed into an NGO job & later success story through her acting & writing career, but if one were to picturize this with the entire hijras population at large or even sexual minorities, their life continues to be same as before. Nor does the troubles haunting Revathi since her childhood end by her joining the NGO, which continues to manifest itself but in qualitatively different that forms leading her even to contemplate thoughts of suicide. But despite all odds staked against her, she realizes the need to continue her struggles. 
In conclusion we may say that throughout the book, as Revathi describes her terror-filled life, she does not plead for pity, though. All she asks is for others to recognize and treat hijras as fellow humans, with the same hopes and desires as everybody else. She finds, to her horror, that she is now all alone in the world. Instead of caving in and giving up, however, she defies the heavy odds that she faces. She does this by deciding to write her autobiography, to tell the world what life for hijras is all about, and to insist that society and the state must give them their due.
***************
The Outcast			by- Sharankumar  Limbale
1. In which year was the autobiography The Outcast published?
Ans. 2013
2. What was the original title of the autobiography The Outcast?
Ans. Akkarmashi
3. In which language was the autobiography The Outcast originally written?
Ans. Marathi
4. Who did translate Akkarmashi into English?
Ans. Santosh Bhoomkar
5. What is the central theme of The Outcast?
Ans.  Cast discrimination.
6. Who is the protagonist/ narrator of The Outcast?
Ans. Sharan Kumar Limbale.
7. Who is Masamai?
Ans. Sharan Kumar Limbale’s mother.
8. Who is the father of Sharan kumar?
Ans. Hanmanta Limbale.
9. Who is Santamai?
Ans. Sharankumar’s maternal grandmother.
10. Who is Kusum in The Outcast?
Ans. Sharankumar’s wife.
11. Wgo is the head of the village of the village named Hanoor?
Ans. Yeshwant Rao Sidramappa Patil.
12. Who are the school friends of Sharankumar?
Ans. Parshya, Harya, Mallya, Umbrya.
13. Whose farm did Ithal Kumble worked?
Ans. Hanmanta limbale’s farm.
14. With whom Masamai made an illicit relation?
Ans. Hanmanta Limbale.
15. Who Hanmanta Limbale did keep as concubine?
Ans. Masamai
16. How was Sharankumar born?
Ans. Sharankumar was born out of illicit affair of Masamai and Hanmanta.
17. What does Akkarmashi mean?
Ans. Illegimate child.
18. Why did Sharankumar consider as untouchable among the untouchable?
Ans. Because he was born out of illicit affairs of Masamai and Hanmanta.
19. Who did Masamai remarried after the birth of Sharankumar?
Ans. Yeshwant Rao.
20. How much land did Yeshwant give Masamai?
Ans. 2 acres of land.
21. How many children did Masamai gige birth at Yeshwant Rao’s house?
Ans. 9 Children.
22. With whom did Santamai stay after divorce by her husband?
Ans. Mahmood.
23. Who was the Head Master of the school where Sharankumar studied?
Ans. Mr. Bhoshley.
24. Who is the father of Kusum in The Outcast?
Ans. Maryappa Kumble

25. How far it is justified to consider The Outcast as Dalit literature which exposes cast discrimination and suffering. Support your answer with textual evidence.
Or, 
Sharankumar’s  The Outcast a tool to protest against the discrimination which Dalit's are facing from the upper caste people. Give a well reasoned answer.
Or’ 
Explains that the discrimination and differences towards the dalits are born out of the Indian caste system. Analyzes how limbale depicts in his autobiographical novel The Outcast.
Ans. 'The Outcast' is an extract taken from the famous autobiographical novel The Outcast written by Sharankumar Limbale. Firstly it was written in the Marathi language with the name Akkarmashi. Later in 2003 Santosh Bhoomkar translated it to English with the title The Outcaste.  The Outcaste is considered as one of the important works which exposes discrimination against the Dalit community. As it is an autobiographical story, Limbale draws many painful incidences from his own life.  He was an illegitimate son born to an untouchable outcast mother and upper-caste father. He faced several discriminations, as an untouchable, in different phases of his life. Here 'The Outcaste' reflects the conditions of a particular oppressed class, the Mahar community.
India is known for its peculiar form of caste system. It has stratified the society differencing human beings into upper castes and lower castes. This division has certain religious sanctions, based on which sociologists explain concepts such as ‘purity’ and ‘pollution’. These sanctions help the caste system to renew its legitimacy even after they have been challenged over time. The title The Outcaste signifies the position of Limbale in contemporary Indian society of 1960s. Society considers him an untouchable, a half caste, and an impoverished man because Limbale was born as the illegitimate son of higher caste Patil and a landless, poor untouchable mother who belongs to Mahar caste.
 Limbale’s The Outcaste is a frighteningly candid story of his childhood and growth as a person of an outcaste. It is the shattering experience to see in Limbale’s graphic depiction of the want and the woes of a Dalit child and later his saintly forgiveness, compassion and detachment. It is this aloofness, and the ability to turn away from the personal, that makes The Outcaste a distressing life narrative. In the middle of the narration of humiliation and hunger, Limbale suddenly assumes the tone of a philosophical questioner, who is trying to deconstruct the cosmos. The discriminations and differences towards the Dalits are born out of the Indian caste system. The prevailing caste system in contemporary India is so deeply rooted that it cannot be demolished despite the various constitutional provisions of protective discrimination policies. Dalits still suffer the stigma of untouchability, even after even after caste discrimination has been declared an offence under law. Caste system follows certain religious sanctions and imposes many prohibitions by considering the higher caste as sacred or the Masters and Dalits as untouchable or profane, the service provider. 
Limbale has portrayed very pathetic image of Dalit women by describing his mother Masamai. Life of Masamai was ruined by Hanmanta Limbale, a Patil who made Masamai to divorce her Husband Ithal Kamble, which later on made Masamai a keep of Hanmanta so as she cannot marry again as man does. Sharankumar Limbale describes the tyranny of sex in perspective of his mother as: “Ithal Kamble remarried. A man can eat paan and spit as many times as he likes, but the same is not possible for a woman. It is considered wrong if a woman does that. Once her chastity is lost it can never be restored”.
The next focus in Limbale’s The Outcaste is on the Identity of a Dalit. In general a dalit is identified by the roles assigned to him by the society, the roles here stands for the menial works and as a service provider to the higher caste without any wages. A Dalit is like a slave to the upper caste people they can order him/her according to their wish and Dalit has to execute the same without any resentment. Moreover the critical analysis of Limbale’s The Outcaste defines the identity in reference to four major aspects. First by birth, second by father’s name and lastly by the caste to which he/she belongs. Throughout his narrative Limbale presents the crises of identity and always look puzzled regarding his existence. Birth defines the identity of a person in a very first stage but Limbale believes that his birth is the curse for him because he was born out of an illegitimate sexual relation of his mother with Hanmanta.
Limbale’s The Outcaste it is the caste with lends him his identity. The caste designates the position of every person in the society. It is the caste only which tells the history, about the forefathers. The construction of an identity of a person is not possible without the history because it locates the person in contemporary society with his religious and traditional sanctions. Limbale suffers identity crises with reference to caste too. In a nut shell by questioning the society, Limbale wants to mark out the Dalits’ life in the post independent India of sixties which is full of humiliations and sufferings. It highlighted the hypocrisies and mentality of those who call themselves higher castes; despite of safeguard measures in the Indian constitution the Dalits have been exploited and oppressed due to their low caste, they are socially frail, economically needy and politically powerless. However with the course of time the conditions of the Dalits have improved due to reservation policies.
Indian people consider them as modern generation of 21st century, but they still believe in the caste system, a system which leads towards cruelty, inhuman behavior, injustice and hatred. India is still under the clutches of the caste system; Dalits are facing inhuman behavior, they considered as subjugated community. Dalits are considered to be as inferior and undeserving of being equal by upper caste people. It has been pointed out that the caste system has been disappeared from the urban society, and much more prevalent in rural society, but that it not the truth, even in urban society Dalits is getting the same treatment as earlier from upper caste people, hatred for lower caste people still exists. Earlier Dalits were known as untouchables, and even their touch and shadow was considered to be polluting. For centuries they were getting harsher treatment from upper caste, they were denied of education, even they were not allowed to draw water from the wells, and their entry in temples was prohibited and considered to be as polluting one. The society considered them that they were just made for menial jobs like cleaning streets, removing dead animals, cleaning drainages, working in the fields of the upper caste.
Thus, The Outcaste is written by SharanKumar Limbal, portrays the anguish and ridiculous experiences of his life as a Dalit. The Outcaste captures the impacts of violence and discrimination against Dalits. In this novel the author is haunted by the crisis of identity. He faced the discrimination at the school when he was a student. When the teacher decided to enter Limbale name in the enroll, register and he said that he did not know the name of his father. The pupils from high caste like Brahmin and Wani sat in class and the Mahar boys sat at the entrance of the door. The school teacher called him the son of a witch. When he joined the school on the first day other boys throw stones at him and called him the child of the Mahar. He says hunger makes a man, thief and a woman becomes a whore. They picked up the lumps of dung and washed the dung in the river water, collected only the clean grains. Then his grandmother dried in the sun and ground into flour. 
**************
A Life in Words: Memoirs			by- Ismat Chugtai
1. In which language was A Life in Words: Memoirs by Ismat Chugtai originally written?
Ans. Urdu language.
2. Who did translate A Life in Words: Memoirs by Ismat Chugtai into English?
Ans. M. Asauddin
3. Write two major works of Ismat Chugtai.
Ans. Lihaaf, and The Quilt.
4. Who is Lalji in A Life in Words: Memoirs by Ismat Chugtai?
Ans. Neighbor of the narrator.
5. Who is Sushi?
Ans. Daughter of  Lalji.  
6. In what subjects the narrator’s sisters were expert?
Ans. Urdu, Farsi, and reciting Quran. They also knew sewing, embroidery, and cooking.
7. What things did the narrator like to do in her childhood?
Ans. Climbing tree and riding bicycle.
8. Whi is Azim bhai in A Life in Words: Memoirs by Ismat Chugtai?
Ans. Elder brother of the narrator.
9. Where did narrator family move after the retirement of her father?
Ans. They moved to Agra.
10. Who is Mangu?
Ans. Friend of the narrator, who is the daughter of their coachman.
11. Who is the editor of the journal Saaqi?
Ans. Shahid Ahmad
12. Who is Fazlur Rahman?
Ans. He was Pro-vice chancellor of Aligarh Muslim University.
13. Who is Shahid Latif?
Ans. Husband of Ismat Chugtai.
14. Which novel of Ismat Chugtai based on her three nephews?
Ans, Teen Anarhi.
15. Who is Nathuram?
Ans.Family dhobi of the narrator.
16. What story did Nathuram tell the narrator?
Ans. Story of Aalha Udal.
17. From whom did the narrator learn about religion?
Ans. From Dr. Tucker’s lectures.
18. Who is Suresh?
Ans. Younger son of Lalji.
19. What is the pet name of Ismat Chugtai?
Ans. Chunni.
20. What was the profession of Ismat Chugtai’s father?
Ans. He was a judge by profession.

21. Ismat Chughtai has described about the position of women especially Muslim women in the society of her times. Do you agree? Give a reasoned answer.
Or,
A critical note on Muslim Girl’s Education with special to Ismat Chughtai’s ‘A Life in Words’.
Ans.  Ismat chughtai was one of the Urdu literatures most prominent and courageous writer who was associated with the progressive writers. In her autobiography „A life in words‟ Ismat Chughtai has described about the position of women especially Muslim women in the society of her times. She has written about the suppression of women in the male dominated Muslim society of Utter Pradesh, India. The author fights patriarchy, and cultural norms to get education and has described the discrimination showed towards girls‟ education.
Ismat wrote eloquently on the issues of women of lower and lower middle class. Ismat knew about the issues and problems of women of her era and took keen interest in highlighting these through her short stories. She laments about the wretchedness and plight of women and of being uneducated.
She was the only sister among several brothers as her elder sisters got married already. She competed with brothers in everything for which they felt her as pain in the neck and gave her the crushing defeat. Azim bhai her elder brother encouraged her to defeat her brothers in the sphere of learning. Soon she found herself ahead of her brothers in studies. Within a short time she was ahead of her brothers in studies. Soon she has completed reading the Quran and Hadith and started discussing on religion, with Abba‟s friends, who are from different faiths, which was encouraged by her father. But mother, who strongly believes the primary role of women is domestic, felt horrified.  These thoughts of Ismat Chughtai‟s mother clearly show the superiority of man over women and the ultimate goal of girl is to get place in the man’s world. As a typical Muslim woman, she considers this world belongs to man – whom she meant he is the superior and woman is his subordinate. Mother wanted her to learn house hold works to be a good wife like her elder sisters. But Ismat Chughtai did not show any interest towards those household works.
In her Muslim mughal family only boys were considered appropriate to participate in discussions. All the women and other relatives in her family were horrified on this and felt that she may not adjust with her in laws with her glib tongue.
There was strong opposition to girls‟ education in those days. Once Abba (Ismat‟s father) has joined his two daughters in a boarding school, it has caused a great uproar. Then the entire family and relatives stood against him and threatened to isolate him. They warned him that he could not get them married and he has to maintain them throughout his life. This created panic in mother as she believed, the ultimate goal of girls was marriage and this made her strong opponent to the education of girls. The people said, “To educate a girl was worse than prostituting them”. Some of his relatives and friends complained of converting them into Christians. This incident proves how the society strongly opposed to the girls‟ education. In the Muslim family the man is the bread winner and the woman the home maker. So they educate the boys it be able to earn for the family and for the woman the religious education, cooking, sewing, embroidery and other household works were taught. Her father who worked as a judge did not show discrimination between boys and girls. He safe guarded the rights of the girls, but the fear of their future being remained as spinster made him withdrew them from school.
Ismat „s Abba miah left for Sambhar to work as a judge when there was vacation to schools after her completion of IXth class. All the doors of her education were closed. She begged to allow her to stay in the boarding house bur her parents did not agree, girls who stayed in the boarding houses were thought to go in a wrong way. Ismat started reading all the books available to her at home. She started analyzing what she had read. She says” when I had read that women are the weaker sex and that they were easily corruptible, it has strange impact on me. I felt angrier with myself rather than the society thinking there must be something lacking in me”. She did not get angry on her parents but felt pity for them. Till then she was feeling that mother is against her studies. She understood that her parents were trapped in their limited world.
Mean while the marriage proposals and mother‟s plans of her marriage even worsen the situation. She recollected what her mother and relatives has said about her that she had no merits to lead successful married life. Hence she decided to get education and lead an independent life. She thought first she has to avoid or at least has to post pone the marriage. For this she plots a plan along with Jugnu (her cousin with whom her marriage was fixed) and get succeed. She decided to fight the battle alone. She had strange night mares that she was dead and the whole family was mourning it. She could hear the mourning of millions of women who mourn someone or the other. This shows her helpless stage of her as well as the other women in the male dominated society.
She joined in the Aligarh Muslim girls‟ school and completed her matric and F.A. there It was must for the girls to observe purdah strictly If one has to get education from a male teacher, there should be a curtain between them. The teacher would not know whom he is teaching and to how many members like in Aligarh Muslim women‟s‟ college especially in Urdu class which was taken by Mubarak Ali. Then she went to Lucknow and joined in Isabella Thoburn College run by Christian missionary and got her B.A. Ismat had sailed against the wind and finally reached the shore. Amma‟s only regret is that if Shamim , had passed B.A rather than Ismat ,Mamu would have founded him a lucrative job in Jodhpur.
Mister Abdus shukur, a lawyer was the person who fought for the cause of education. He spent all his money in running the Girls’  School in Bareily against the wish of his wife and she grumbles at him for ruining his career on account of school. He is much worried that the people are threatening that they will burn the school. The people who donated money insisted him to appoint a Muslim woman as a Head Mistress. So he appointed Ismat on a salary of Rs.100/-per month though she is inexperienced. His daughters Zahida and Abida were intelligent in studies but his wife was against their education and did not allow them to study at home. The girls who have money, infrastructure and all facilities do not have passion for studies on the other hand the poor girls, who are lack of facilities and opportunities have love for learning.
****************
The Story of My Experiment with Truth			by- M. K. Gandhi
1. How old was Gandhi when his father left Porbandar for Rajkot?
Ans. 7 years old.
2. Name the Educational Inspector who visited Gandhiji’s school.
Ans. Mr. Giles.
3. Which word did Gandhi mis-spell during the visit of the Educational Inspector in his school?
Ans. Kettle.
4. Which two books severely impact on Gandhi’s life?
Ans.  Shravana Pitribhakti Nataka, and Play- Harishchandra.
5. How old was Gandhi when he got married?
Ans. 13 years old.
6. How long distance Porbandar from Rajkot?
Ans. 120 miles.
7. What is the name of Gandhi’s wife?
Ans. Kasturbai
8. How old was Gandhi when he went to England?
Ans. 18 years. 
9. According to Gandhi which languages must learn to learn good Gujrati, Hindi, Bengali, or Marathi?
Ans. Sanskrit.
10. According to Gandhi which languages must learn to learn Persian and Arabic?
Ans. Urdu.

11. The first part narrates incidents of Gandhi's childhood, his experiments with eating meat, smoking, drinking, stealing and subsequent atonement. Attempt a well reasoned answer.
Ans. The Story of My Experiments with Truth is the autobiography of Indian activist Mohandas K. “Mahatma” Gandhi. Published in a weekly journal, Navjivan, between 1925 and 1929, it covers the span of time between Gandhi’s early childhood through roughly 1921. Gandhi was compelled to write the autobiography by his close friend, Swami Anand, who would become his literary manager. The autobiography seeks to explain the experiential roots of Gandhi’s activist vocation. The book has been recognized as one of the most important spiritual works of the twentieth century.
The first part of the book is about Gandhi’s childhood, including his experiments with meat eating and smoking. He also talks about stealing from a shopkeeper when he was young. In addition to that, he also explains how he felt bad for his actions later on in life and decided not to steal again. The two books that had an impact on Gandhi were Harishchandra and Shravana Pitrabhakti Nataka. Both of these books made him realize just how important it was to be honest with yourself and others around you. Later in this part we find out more about Gandhi’s marriage at such a young age; 13 years old! It says here that Gandhi wasn’t too happy about getting married so early but did it anyway because of societal pressure put upon him by those who knew him best

In the book’s introduction, Gandhi disclaims that the opinions and ideas expressed in his autobiography are subject to change and that its purpose is not to relay a static picture of himself, but to show how personal truths evolve over time. He also claims that the book is moral and spiritual in nature, mostly straying from politics. Gandhi expresses ambivalence about the usefulness of the typical autobiography, a Western literary invention.

The beginning of the autobiography traces Gandhi’s childhood and young adult life in Rajkot and Porbandar. Gandhi recalls eating meat, a practice he later renounced, and relates that he had a rather hedonistic lifestyle in general. He admits to stealing and drinking excessively – all actions from which he now aspires to redeem himself. He explores some of his first favorite books, including the plays Harishchandra and Shravana Pitrabhakti Nataka. The latter play, in which the central figure Shravana realizes a deep respect for his parents, moved Gandhi to do the same. Gandhi married when he was only thirteen, and expresses deep regret for it, calling it “preposterously early” and fully denouncing its moral basis. Another of Gandhi’s most formative experiences was the early death of his father, Karamchand Gandhi. His later activist work was heavily informed by his early losses and mistakes.

After the death of his father, Gandhi decided to study at a local college in Bhavnagar, Samaldas College. He remained there only for a semester; then, he traveled to England, with the intention of doing three years of prerequisite coursework to become a barrister. Gandhi’s mother disapproved of his plan, and he tried to placate her by renouncing wine, women, and meat while in England. He completed his studies, passed the barrister exams, and enrolled in the Indian courts.
Thus, in conclusion we may say that Part One gives us Gandhi's birth, childhood, teens, and time in England. He's influenced as a kid by his religiously tolerant political official father and devout mother. At age 13, he's married to Kasturbai in a child marriage, meaning she's a teenager, too, and their parents are the ones who decide they should get married. After a few years, she becomes preggo with the first of Gandhi's four children. Once Gandhi's father dies, a family friend suggests Gandhi go to England to study law to keep the family a high status one.
****************
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